
This year’s Annual Gala Dinner & Auction 
illuminates the incredible generosity 

of Grand Harbor members and residents, 
the angels who are transforming the lives, 
strengthening families and enhancing our 
local community in a thousand ways.

It is on the Wings of Angels like you that 
we have raised and distributed more than 
$5 million to the neediest of our neighbors; 
the homeless, at-risk youth, veterans, the 
disabled and mentally challenged, providing 
health care, housing, job training and 
educational enrichment.

At this year’s 7th Annual Gala, one of Grand 
Harbor’s most elegant traditions, we honor 
all of you Angels for touching the lives of so 
many neighbors in need.

Chef Roger will prepare a heavenly gourmet 
dinner and chef Tim an angelic dessert as 
harp music floats through the air.  

Our live auction hosted by John Moore, III 
will feature some of the most popular items 
from past years including a special gourmet 
dinner for 8 in the Amalfi Grille’s private 
dining room and a golf weekend for 4 in  
New Seabury, Cape Cod. 

Exciting new items this year will include a 
weekend at the Mission Inn Golf Resort, a 
private member’s condo in Puerto Vallarta, 
and a residents’ beautiful private apartment 
in NYC.

Tickets this year are $150 per person ($85 
tax deductible) and will likely sell out.  Please 
join us for this inspiring evening, Wednesday, 
February 5th and reserve through the 
concierge.
Susanne Sweeny, Event Chair
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Our Mission

Addressing the unmet 

needs of groups and 

individuals in the area 

of health, education and 

human services in Indian

River County.

Annie’s most cherished activity was baking oatmeal cookies 
with her granddaughter. But due to challenging medical 
issues and a new prosthetic leg, making lunch – let alone 
baking – proves too grueling. Simply grabbing a glass of 
juice from her wheelchair is exhausting. Thanks to the Grand 
Harbor Community Outreach Program and Senior Resource 
Association’s Meals on Wheels Program, Annie now receives 
a hot, nutritious lunch delivered to her home and a daily 
wellness check by a friendly SRA volunteer. 

Our Goals

* Transform Lives

* Strengthen Families

* Improve the Indian River  

  County Community

www.ghcop.org 

Your resource for  

news, events, and 

descriptions of the many 

possibilities to donate. 

Now with direct billing  

to your credit card from 

the website.

2020 GALA AND LIVE AUCTION, FEBRUARY 5
ON ANGLES WINGS

From left to right. Maryann Braden, Catherine Reichert, Susanne Sweeny, Maureen Kahrmann
Missing: Sally Pearse

We may not hear the rustle of wings or feel their feathery touch, but Angels are all around us, all 
the time, in the very air we breathe. With love and encouragement, they selflessly reach out and 
touch the lives of others.

Karen Deigl
Executive Director, Senior Resouce Association
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We have all heard the words, “Mighty oaks from little acorns grow”. No 
truer words could be said about the 18 year history of the Grand Harbor 
Community Outreach Program.  Outreach started almost by accident 

when a group of women in 2000 agreed to publish a cook book, “A Taste of Grand 
Harbor”, under the auspices of the Grand Harbor Social and Recreation Committee.  
It was reprinted in 2001 and proceeds of $7,255 became seed money to incorporate 
the Outreach Program in 2002. Peg Keller served as a contributor to both cook books 
and as Chair of the Committee, then as founder and first President of Outreach.  She 
was honored for her extraordinary leadership of Outreach at our November 
Board meeting.

From that nominal beginning (little acorns) in 2002, Outreach has grown to a Mighty 
Oak that now contributes nearly $450,000 annually to support the needs of our 
at-risk neighbors. That growth was due to the tremendous generosity of our Grand 
Harbor community, and to the volunteer efforts of many hundreds of folks and the 
leadership of our engaged Boards.  But that Mighty Oak needs to be fed every year, 
because the need outside our front gate continues. Two examples of agencies who 
have great need and whom we support are highlighted in this newsletter.  

Thank you to all who have supported Outreach.  If you haven’t contributed to our Annual Appeal, please consider a donation.  If you have 
donated, please consider increasing your contribution.  Remember, 100% of your contribution goes to carefully-reviewed and approved 
charities.

With gratitude, 
Dale Jacobs

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Outreach Philanthropy Committee has the responsibility to carefully review the 
Grant applications received from Indian River County 501(c)(3) nonprofits to ensure 
the funds generated by our generous donors are allocated in the most effective 

way. Our mission is to address the unmet needs of groups and individuals in the areas 
of health, education and human services. We focus our resources primarily on Gifford, 
though not exclusively. Each year the Grant requests received far exceed available funds, 
so difficult choices have to be made among many worthwhile agencies. This year we have 
36 applicants requesting a total of $550,557 in funding. Forty-five dedicated committee 
volunteers led by team leaders, Charlene Friedman, Al and Marianne Gallo, Tina Wilcox and 
Grant Withers will be interviewing these applicants in January and February. They will make 
Grant recommendations to the GHCOP Board for approval in March. Grants and checks 
will be presented at a Grant Awards Breakfast on April 20, 2020.

Through our newly formed Legacy Society we have a way to insure the on-going important work of the Outreach Program. 
Just let Ed Churney at edwardchurney@msn.com know that you have named GHCOP in your Will or Estate Plan. No other 
documentation is needed by us.

Peg Keller and Dale Jacobs 

Philanthropy Committee Update

LEAVE A LEGACY, JOIN THE GHCOP LEGACY SOCIETY

Liz Crowther and Kathy Tonkel, Co-Chairs 
Philanthropy Committee 
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In 2013 the Alzheimer’s & Parkinson Association expanded the 
Gifford social respite program and approached Theresa Baxter 

to be its Program Coordinator. Theresa, a resident of Gifford and 
employee of GYAC, readily accepted and helped to 
develop this unique program aptly named “The Breathing Room.”

The idea was to offer temporary relief to Gifford area caregivers 
with family members who had memory issues. The caregivers 
could leave their loved ones with Theresa and dedicated 
volunteers, knowing that they were in a safe, respectful 
environment  where they could enjoy companionship and 
activities with friends and neighbors.

The Breathing Room continues today on Monday and Thursday 
afternoons at the Gifford 
Community Center. 
It is a free program 
that offers a range of 
activities including live 
music, art and nutrition 
classes and, of course, 
great conversation and 
camaraderie. Grand 

Harbor Community Outreach supports this program. For more 
information, www.alzpark.org.

G rand Harbor Community Outreach is giving low-income, 
at-risk children in Gifford the opportunity to receive a 

high-quality early childhood education through the Early Bird 
Program.  Early Bird mirrors Head Start but is locally funded by 
generous people like you. 

One of Early Bird’s 
homeless families at 
Dodgertown recently 
reported that, as a 
result of having their 
daughter in Early Bird, 
the mom was able to 
get a job and save 
money for housing.  
They now have a 
home in Sebastian—just one Early Bird success story. For more 
information about Economic Opportunities Council and its 
programs, visit www.eocofirc.net.

The annual Games People Play will take place at the Grand 
Harbor Clubhouse. Besides intense bridge [all duplicate will 

be played in the Main Dining Room] and mahjongg competition 
[played in the Pete Dye] and a 
delicious lunch, there will be a 50/50 
[last year’s payoff was $900!] and a 
Gift Bag Raffle with bags full of Cash 
Gift cards for restaurants, clothing, 
spas, free tennis and golf, dinners 
at the Beach Club and GH Club and 
more! Capacity attendance expected 
so reserve early! Extra invitations are 
at the Concierge.
Reservations Required RSVP Feb 1
$75 per person, $50 Lunch Only.

Our popular Evening of Giving event held last November 
was another outstanding success with 270 in attendance 

and approximately $30,000 in cash and gifts raised. Proceeds 
brightened the Christmas celebrations for over 1,000 veterans, 
seniors, families and children from the 13 agencies receiving 
our support. The Club provided a sumptuous buffet dinner and 
a free drink for everyone in a festively decorated clubhouse 
accompanied 
with holiday 
music. The 
Co-Chairs 
and a group 
of dedicated 
elves planned 
the event and 
coordinated 
the needs of 
each agency. 
Thank you 
to our elves 
and to all who 
attended who 
made the 
evening such 
a success.

ALZHEIMER’S & PARKINSON “TIME 
TO BREATHE” RESPITE PROGRAM 
IN GIFFORD

EARLY BIRD PROGRAM HELPING 
ASSURE CHILDREN ARE 
KINDERGARTEN READY

BRIDGE & MAHJONGG LUNCHEON 
FEB 10, 2020

2019 EVENING OF GIVING

On left: Catherine Reichert and Tina Wilcox, Event
Co-Chairs with the “Elves” 

Suzie Cagwin,
Event Chair 

2018-19 Early Bird Class at Dodgertown 
Elementary School 
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ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE

2020 OUTREACH GOLF CLASSIC

EMERSON CENTER MUSIC EVENT TO BENEFIT 
THE OUTREACH PROGRAM

Happy New Year! I can’t think of a better way to start the New Year than by continuing our 
wonderful work of helping our less fortunate neighbors in Indian River County.   

Your past generosity has been more than impressive. If you have already donated this year, I thank 
you. If not, there are many ways to donate: by check, credit card, club charge and stock transfers. 
Please check our web site www.ghcop.org for details on giving. The Board has also established a 
Legacy Society as well as “In Memory Of” and “In Honor Of” Shell designations. Remittance envelopes 
are available on the bureau across from the concierge for your convenience. Thank you for caring and 
giving, you DO make a difference.

The sixteenth annual Grand Harbor Community Outreach Golf Classic will take place on Monday 
April 6, 2020.  The 2019 Outreach Classic was a tremendous success with over 120 golfers 

participating and 165 total attendees for dinner following golf.  

The goal of this year’s golf committee of Bruce Strupp, Dave Zansitis, Dave Kelso, and Jay Hoder is 
to improve on last years’ experience.  A major contributor to the success of this event is the support 
from so many individuals and groups within Grand Harbor and Vero Beach.  The enthusiastic help of 
our corporate sponsors, tee box sponsors, cart sponsors, raffle contributors, golf staff, clubhouse and 
kitchen staffs, Carol Casey, Linda Teetz, and the men’s golf groups make this wonderful event possible.

In recognition of Outreach’s contribution to our community, the Emerson Center has selected Grand 
Harbor Community Outreach to be one of its featured non-profit partners.

The special live and multimedia event will occur on Thursday night March 5th at 7 PM. The music is 
a tribute to Paul McCartney called “Live and Let Die”, performed by Tony Kishman, star of Broadway’s 
Beatlemania and his band.
 
Up to 25% of ticket sales will be donated to Outreach for those ticket purchasers who use the Promo 
code “Grand” when purchasing tickets. Tickets may be purchased online at www.emersoncenter.com  
or by calling 1-800-595-4849.

Join us at Post and Vine restaurant on 14th Avenue at 5PM for pre-concert sips and dinner. RSVP Doug Sweeny 299-1581.

GRAND HARBOR
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
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P.O. Box 644017
Vero Beach, FL 32964

Jerry Reichert,
VP and Chair, Annual Appeal 

Jay Hoder,
Event Chairman 


