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The parents of Max were told he would not make it 
after being born early weighing only 1 pound 1  

ounce. His parents refused to believe that and indeed, 
Mighty Max proved the doctors wrong and came home  
6 months later!

Through it all, Max maintained his contagious smile.  
When he first started going to Sunshine for physical 
therapy, he couldn’t sit up unassisted. Today, he is sitting 
on his own, pulling himself up, standing, crawling, and 
working super hard to walk independently so he can 
run with his brothers. Max is also starting to speak in 
sentences. He is getting stronger each day and we are 
incredibly proud of Max. 

Thank you, Sunshine Physical Therapy and all the 
supporters – including Grand Harbor Community 
Outreach -- who, like us, didn’t give up and do so much 
for our sweet Max!! 

Literacy Services of Indian River County named 
Yuxia as one of two: “Student of the Year”. Since 

enrolling in June of 2020, she has spent over 350 
hours with her tutor or participating in a Conversation 
Club with the organization, working hard to improve 
her English language skills.

Yuxia took a job at Publix to work on her English 
and get closer to achieving her goal of becoming 
a medical translator. She has volunteered to tutor 
Mandarin, her native language, and has participated 
in an English-speaking book club. She wrote an 
essay recently published in Literacy Services 50th 
Anniversary Book and will be included in a publication 
of the Florida Literacy Coalition. She obtained her 
driver’s license and most importantly, last year Yuxia 
proudly became a United States citizen. 

Yuxia is a resilient, dedicated, and driven student, committed to lifelong learning. Grand Harbor’s 
support helps Yuxia and students like her to thrive in our community.

AGENCY SUCCESS STORIES

Literacy Services

Sunshine Physical Therapy

Our Mission
Addressing the unmet needs of 
groups and individuals in the area 
of health, education and human 
services in Indian River County.

Our Goals
* Transform Lives
* Strengthen Families
* Improve the Indian River  
  County Community

www.ghcop.org 
Your resource for news, events, 
and descriptions of the many 
possibilities to donate. Now with 
direct billing to your credit card 
from the website.
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2021-2022 EVENT SCHEDULE  2021-2022 EVENT SCHEDULE  

Evening Of Giving                     
November 3, 2022 

6PM-8PM    
        

 J.McLaughlin’s Sip & Shop  
August 27, 2022 

11AM-5PM

2023 “Emerson Center” Tribute 
Concert for Outreach  

Date TBD

Gala Dinner/Auction                       
February 2, 2023

6PM-9PM

Yuxia accepts her Student of the Year Award from 
Literacy Services Student Celebration emcee, 
Sandra Zavala.
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Annual Fund Update Donor Profile

The Annual Fund is the backbone 
of any successful philanthropic 
organization.  The steady flow of 

unrestricted funds each year provides 
the base for annual grants awarded to 
nearly 30 nonprofit recipients. Without 
the generosity of loyal supporters, 
our organization would not be able to 
stand on its own to evaluate and fund 
these worthy agencies. 

Our mission of supporting the 
underserved and needy facing poverty, hunger, housing needs, and 
mental health issues in Indian River County is undeniably critical to 
the health of our community.  

Grand Harbor Community Outreach Program (GHCOP) is 
fortunate to have a solid core of Annual Fund contributors.  In fact, 
approximately 2/3 of our annual budget is provided by more than 
200 donors. 

The 2022 Annual Fund runs until the end of September.  As the 
Grand Harbor community grows and new residents arrive, the 
Annual Fund is ready to attract the newcomers. Please join us to 
support our neighbors in the greater Indian River County. 

Visit our website (www.GHCOP.org) to learn about ways you can 
contribute. We appreciate your consideration. 

Michael Spence, VP Chair, Annual Fund 

Ron and I met and were married 
in Michigan where we continue 
to spend our away time. We were 
Insurance professionals for nearly 
our entire working careers. For many 
years Ron managed a commercial 
claims litigation unit, and I was in 
personal lines product management.   

We purchased our first home in 
Grand Harbor in 1989 and spent many vacations here.  When 
we became snowbirds in 2010, we were drawn to the various 
charitable volunteer opportunities generously supported by Grand 
Harbor residents. One of our first activities was participating in the 
GHCOP Evening of Giving which is held each year in November.  
This was a meaningful opportunity to brighten up the Holidays for 
some of our less fortunate neighbors. 

We have also worked closely with Indian River Habitat for 
Humanity, a GHCOP-supported program, by building homes and 
working in the Habitat ReStore. We have been a part of GHCOP for 
more than 10 years and encourage others to join us in supporting 
GHCOP to help serve those in need in Vero Beach and Indian River 
County.

GHCOP is grateful for the tireless efforts, high energy, and untold 
volunteer hours of Rose and Ron, who have been loyal and 
inspirational members of our team.

It’s hard to believe that 2 years have elapsed since I became President of Grand 
Harbor Community Outreach. The Covid Pandemic was just beginning. I presided 
over the last in-person board meeting in April 2020 - which then met monthly 
by zoom for a year - then the transition of our club from Icahn Corporation to 
member-owned. We conducted the Evening of Giving by email only, held a walk-
a-thon in February and the annual Gala outdoors at the end of March. Amazingly 
we raised more money that year than ever before!

In a more normal 2021-22, the Board was able to approve 29 grants totally nearly $400,000 and raised $33,000 for 14 agencies for holiday 
gifts from the Evening of Giving - by far the most ever. The generous outpouring of support has come from 220 individual contributions,  
23 corporate sponsorships, the hundred-plus volunteers and an outstanding, dedicated, persevering Board.

Now I welcome and turn over the reins to newly elected President Liz Crowther. Liz has been involved with Outreach for  
11 years - Secretary for 4 years, one year as Team Leader, co-chair of the Philanthropy Committee for two years with Doug Sweeny,  
two years with Dale Jacobs, and finally two years with me. She is over-qualified for this job! Liz came to Grand Harbor in 2001 and enjoys 
playing tennis and golf with her many friends.

I am deeply grateful to my fellow Board members and thank everyone from the bottom of my heart for all your support over these challenging 
two years. It is a great privilege and honor for me to have served as President of the Grand Harbor Community Outreach Program! 

Gratefully,

Kathy Tonkel, President

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

Liz Crowther (Left), Kathy Tonkel (Right)

Ron and Rose Virgin
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Ed joined GHCOP as Treasurer in 2017. His banking and finance background - a BS 
in Economics from St Peters University and attendance at the Graduate School of 

Banking of Wisconsin, Madison – made him the perfect candidate for the job.

His responsibilities include maintaining accounting records; monthly Board reporting 
on income, expenses, and the balance sheet; assisting year end IRS tax filings; and 
ensuring compliance with federal and state requirements. 

He served in several supervisory positions and as an officer in the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York.  He retired in 2003 and spent one more year as a consultant. 

Ed and Joyce split time between Vero Beach and Holmdel, NJ and moved here full time 
in 2014.  As a member of the Board, “I find it rewarding to be able to contribute to the 
Outreach mission and enrich the lives of our neighbors in Indian River County.” 

GHCOP deeply appreciates his hard work and is grateful for his commitment, 
knowledge, and expertise.

ED CHURNEY Treasurer

Board Member Profile

2021-2022 Outreach Volunteers
A simple list of names cannot emphasize the tireless dedication and hundreds of hours of work our 

GHCOP volunteers provide so that we can achieve our mission in the Indian River County community. 
It is with deepest respect we thank all of them for a job well done. 
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Laurie Murphy 
Janine Nebons 
Jack Norris
John O’Neill
Lesley Pace
John Pearse
Sally Pearse
Megs Phipps
Bob Porreca
Sue Post
Gloria Aviotti Quesada
Marge Randazzo
Diane Reheis
Barbara Reis
Catherine Reichert
Jerry Reichert
Mark Rice
Pam Rogers

Chris Rud
Barb Schwin  
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Doug Sweeny
Susanne Sweeny
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Linda Teetz
Kathy Tonkel 
Ron Virgin 
Rose Virgin 
Tina Wilcox
Jack Wittpenn
Ron Wnek
Mary Jane Zimmer
Rick Zimmer
Marc Zanger



GRAND HARBOR
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

PROGRAM, INC.
4    SHARINGS NEWSLETTER

Big Brothers Big Sisters: $8,500 to allow 
BBBS to serve more than 500 IRC children 
in school and site-based mentoring. Caring 
one-to-one mentors help kids learn, share 
new experiences and grow exponentially. 
Focus is on Pre-K through Grade 3. 

Childcare Resources: $31,320 to 
subsidize high quality childcare for working 
parents with incomes between 150% 
and 200% of the federal poverty level. 
This agency promotes the highest quality 
childhood development and education for 
economically challenged families. 

Crossover Mission: $25,000 to sustain and 
grow their afterschool program. Crossover 
Mission works to redirect at-risk youth ages 
8-18 in IRC through a year-round combined 
tutoring and community youth recreational 
activity enrichment program. 

Summary of 2021-22 Grants Awarded

Grand Harbor Community Outreach Program (GHCOP)--since 2002--assisting deserving 
non-profit agencies in Indian River County:
This year, GHCOP’s Board of Directors is pleased to announce $395,898 in Grants to 28 non-profit agencies for 29 different programs.  

The distributions focus on the unmet needs of groups and individuals in the areas of health, education, and human services in Indian River 
County, and whenever possible to support our Gifford neighbors.

A year-long effort - including vetting the agencies by our dedicated GHCOP volunteers:

•	 Summer of 2021: GHCOP Grant process begins. Philanthropy Committee invited 28 non-profits in IRC to submit a letter of intent 
for specified projects and programs.  All were approved and they sent their applications end of November.  Financial analysts then 
reviewed each agency’s financial report.

•	 January and February: Teams of volunteers carefully reviewed each application and most met on site (a small number of visits were 
made via Zoom) with senior management and board representatives of each agency.

•	 Philanthropy Committee made their final recommendation to the GHCOP Board in March for approval.

•	 Checks were delivered to agencies at the Awards Breakfast April 4. (See above photo of breakfast attendees.)

The approved Grants fall into the three categories shown below. 

EDUCATION:  
$158,570

Members of Grand Harbor Community Outreach Program’s Committee, lead by co-chairs Lisa Alcock and Al Gallo, celebrated a successful season over a 
breakfast with representatives from grant award winners at Grand Harbor’s main clubhouse. Volunteers here are from left to right: Row 1: Maryann Braden, 
Tina Wilcox, Chris Rud, Lisa Alcock, Al Gallo. Row 2: Theresa Kelso, Marianne Gallo, Diane Reheis, Peter Alcock. Row 3: Liz Barnett, Jerry Reichert, 
Kathleen Tonkel, Maureen Kahrmann. Row 4: Gloria Aviotti, MJ Zimmer, Michael Spence. Row 5: Jack Wittpenn, Jack Norris, John Sullivan. Row 6: Diane 
DeFrancisci, Wayne Henderson, Ed Churney.
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Economics Opportunity Council: $10,000 
to fund the Early Bird pre-school program 
for children aged 2 to 3 at St. Helen’s Head 
Start Center in Gifford. 

Gifford Youth Achievement Center: 
$32,000 to support the After-School 
Education Program. This program provides 
homework assistance, tutoring, educational 
enrichment activities and cultural, social and 
recreational opportunities to children of all 
ages.  

Healthy Start Coalition: $6,500 to fund 
the purchase of books for the Language 
Nutrition Programs: Parents as Teachers 
and Healthy Families. Healthy Start’s 
Mission is to develop and maintain a support 
system of care to optimize the health of 
mothers, babies and their families in IRC. 

Literacy Services of the Treasure Coast: 
$7,000 to support the 1 on 1 literacy 
tutoring program for local adults 16 and 
older. Literacy Services is the safety net for 
adults to improve their literacy skills and 
helps them get better jobs, engage in their 
children’s education and become active 
participants in the community. 

The Learning Alliance: $26,250 to support 
the Gifford community through providing 
families with children ages 0-5 years the 
necessary tools to be their child’s first 
teacher and build the literacy and social 
emotional skills of their children so that they 
are ready for kindergarten. This grant will 
also empower K-2 educators to be able 
to support building the early literacy skills 
of students through effective coaching 
and professional development. This grant 
encompasses two distinct programs: the 
KRC Connection Center in Gifford a K-2 
Literacy Coach at Dodgertown Elementary. 

Youth Guidance Mentoring: $12,000 to 
fund the mentoring program that prepares 
youth ages 5-15 who come from low-
income, single parent homes and mentors to 
work together in groups. Group mentors are 
matched with small groups of children.

 
 

FINANCIAL 
STABILITY:  
$123,750
Camp Haven: $13,000 to support 
professional counseling for clients in the 
Pathways to Purposeful Life, Financial 
Stability Program. Camp Haven provides 
a residential setting for homeless men to 
regain financial independence and self-
esteem leading to full time employment. 
They have a structured program of 
counseling in social and relationship skills, 
vocational and educational opportunities 
and reconnecting with their communities in 
a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Palm Beach, Inc. /Samaritan Center: 
$13,000 to help support this residential 
facility for homeless families that is a 
transitional program focusing on “Life Skills 
Development” (parenting, budgeting, and 
education). The program’s primary goal is 
the promotion and development of healthy 
family values and family structure leading 
to the successful re-entry of homeless 
families into mainstream society. 

Children’s Home Society: $12,500 to 
fund the Transitional Living Center in Vero 
Beach. The TLC is a residential program 
for homeless youth ages 18-23 who have 
aged out of foster care. The program 
provides a safe environment to complete 
high school or a GED, receive training in life 
skills and assistance in finding employment 
opportunities. 

Habitat for Humanity of IRC: $8,750 to 
sponsor the construction of a new Grand 
Harbor Habitat home. Many Grand Harbor 
residents volunteer at the Habitat building 
site and the Re-Store. 

Philanthropy

Crossover Mission tutors and students

Antoine Jennings, co-founder of Crossover 
Mission, shares a lighter moment with students

UP staff, employer partners and participants of the Success Training Employment Program (STEP) at UP’s Speed Interviewing event
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Hibiscus Children’s Center: $21,500 
to support the Career Pathways to 
Independence Program at the Hibiscus 
Children’s Village in Vero Beach. This 
wrap-around education program provides 
individualized assistance to children whose 
traumatic experiences have virtually halted 
the educational process. This program 
helps foster teens increase attendance and 
engagement in school, make academic 
progress and graduate with skills, 
knowledge and exposure to pursue post-
secondary options or careers. 

Hope for Families: $20,000 to support 
a portion of the family shelter budget. 
Hope for Families has a simple mission to 
provide safe shelter, food and assistance 
in financial literacy: securing employment, 
saving money, and moving into permanent 
housing. Most of this agency’s clients are 
children. 

United Against Poverty: $25,000 
to support the Success Training for 
Employment Program (STEP). STEP 
serves unemployed adults with barriers 
to employment such as little or no 
work history, substance abuse and/or 
mental health and criminal background 
issues. Through a three- phase program, 
participants are motivated and trained to 
find and keep a job. 

Veterans Council of Indian River County: 
$10,000 to fund the Upward American 
Veterans Program. The program provides 
basic emergency funds for qualified 
veterans and their families to help them 
with short-term needs.

HEALTH AND 
SPECIAL NEEDS: 
$113,578
Alzheimer & Parkinson Association of 
IRC: $18,000 to help support the Gifford 
Community Program that offers caregiver 
support, memory and movement programs 
and dementia education to Gifford 
residents free of charge. All activities focus 
on one-on-one participant engagement 
that emphasizes social interaction and 
validation.

Mental Health Association in Indian 
River County: $6,000 to help fund the 
agency’s Walk-in & Counseling Center, 
which prevents avoidable harm from 
untreated mental health issues including 
suicidal ideation. Services include walk-
in mental health screening and crisis 
intervention, information/referral, support 
groups, wellness classes, psychiatric care, 
and individual/family/group psychotherapy.

Our Father’s Table: $5,000 to help fund 
the agency’s six-day meal delivery to the 
elderly and homebound of Gifford. Last 
year, GHCOP’s support underwrote 1 out 
of every 8 meals. 

Senior Resource Center: $15,000 to the 
Meals on Wheels Waitlist Relief Program 
providing a vital daily hot meal and 
wellness check to low-income homebound 
seniors. SRA promotes independence and 
dignity in IRC by providing services to older 
adults and free countywide transportation 
to all. 

Special Equestrians of the Treasure 
Coast, Inc: $6,578 to provide Horse 
Powered Reading with Equine Assisted 
Learning to first graders with learning 
challenges at Dodgertown Elementary 
School in Gifford. 

Substance Awareness: $9,000 supports 
peer-based recovery support services 
provided primarily through community-
based peer outreach programming the 
agency’s Recovery Assistance Program for 
substance users, many who are homeless 
or inmates as part of the re-entry process 
from incarceration. The RAP homes 
provide a safe and structured alternative 
environment to life on the “streets” or life 
in the drug using neighborhoods or with 
people as part of the re- entry process 
from incarceration. 

Sunshine Rehabilitation Center of 
IRC: $10,000 to support free multi-
disciplinary rehabilitation services for all 
children regardless of insurance status. 
The Sunshine Physical Therapy Clinic 
is a non-profit independent outpatient 
rehabilitation center that provides services 
to IRC residents by offering professional 
rehabilitation services to children and 
adults. 

The ARC of IRC: $18,000 to help fund the 
essential upgrade of air conditioning units 
at The Arc - West Campus facility. The 
ARC operates residential group homes, 
provide employment training and job 
services, counseling and transportation 
to over 200 adults daily with a variety of 
disabilities. 

Tykes & Teens, Inc.: $20,000 to support 
the “Little TYKES “(Teaching Young 
Children Emotionally & Socially) program 
that uses evidence-based interventions 
to mitigate the effects of trauma in young 
children and build the capacity of childcare 
staff to respond appropriately to young 
children exposed to trauma. They also 
provide services to the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) dependency 
system to facilitate successful family 
reunification. 

VNA of IRC: $6,000 to provide home 
health care through the Medicaid –Eligible 
Patient Care Program. This program is the 
VNA’s critical safety net for an estimated 
120 home health patients. These clients 
are under age 65 and either underinsured 
or without health insurance or funds to pay 
for their health care. The VNA provides 
compassionate, innovative care for 
patients needing home health, hospice and 
community services. 

Philanthropy

As we balance pandemic 
recovery with other elements 
of our uncertain times while we 

pursue our mission, we are grateful 
for the support the Grand Harbor 
community has shown Outreach. 
With your generosity we have an 
extraordinary chance to make a 
difference in our county where more 
than half of our residents live below the 
federal poverty line or are among the 
working poor.

Lisa Alcock and Al Gallo, Co-Chairs 
Philanthropy 2021-2022

Resource Fair United Against Poverty staff at 
their inaugural Community Resource Fair
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Philanthropy

On a beautiful April afternoon, nearly one hundred 
enthusiastic golfers celebrated the return of the Grand 
Harbor Community Outreach Golf Classic Tournament 
after a hiatus of three years.  In addition to the 18-hole 
two-person scramble format played on the reconditioned 
Harbor Course, a 9-hole “Fun Frolic” themed tournament 
was played on the Executive Course at Oak Harbor.

The tremendous support of our golf and support staff at 
Grand and Oak Harbor was on full display including Club 
Dining with a tasty buffet lunch AND dinner.  Thank you 
to our many sponsors, both within Grand Harbor and 
outside local businesses, along with the contributions of 
time, effort, and resources of the volunteers who helped 
run the event.

Our congratulations to all the winners:

GH Harbor Course 2-person scramble Low Gross — John Groves/Joe Jutras, 2nd Low Gross: Bill King/
Tim Womack 
Low Net — Mariette Labrosse/Ann Passen; 2nd Net: Marc and Marcia Zanger 
Closest to the Pin — Women: Ani Kruger, Ann Passen, Mary Van Nostrand; Men: Joe Jutras, John Lindsey, 
Doug Wright, Doug Sweeny 
Closest to the Line — Susan Cole, Jeff Allen 
Oak Harbor 9-hole — 1st Place: Tom and Kathy Kaffenberger/ Peter and Sally Lake, 2nd Place: Tom and 
Cheryl Mackie/Terry and Barb Leggett 
Closest to the Line — Jan Garrison, Tom McAnallen 
Closest to the Pin — Women: Bonnie Walker; Men: Tom Kaffenberger and Ken Potter

Thanks to the wonderful generosity and participation in this year’s Golf Classic, our Community 
Outreach Program at Grand Harbor will continue to help those in need of our support in the areas 
of health, education, and human services here in Indian River County.

GHCOP wishes to thank the Co-Chairs: Jerry and Catherine Reichert for the generosity of time 
and talent for this well organized, spirited, and innovative event.

GHCOP  
GOLF CLASSIC

Jerry and Catherine Reichert, Co-chairs - Annual Outreach Golf Classic Tournament.
Golf Pros: Troy Pare, Ben Stewart

GHCOP Volunteers

Pitch and Putt Fun!
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Feel like yourself again:
The Orthopaedic Center of Vero Beach specializes in the care and 
treatment of the musculoskeletal system. Our team excels in the 
practices of Orthopaedics, pain management, physical medicine, 
and rehabilitation—treating conditions and injuries to bones, joints, 
and muscles with surgical and non-surgical solutions. Our highly 
trained and experienced physicians are among the best in their 
fields. Together, they continue to provide an outstanding level 
of Orthopaedic care to our patients in the Vero Beach area, and 
are dedicated to helping you through diagnosis, treatment, and 
recovery.
1285 36th Street, Suite 100
Vero Beach, FL 32960
(772) 778-2009

979 Beachland Blvd.
Vero Beach, FL 32963
(772) 213-1645

Trusted By Our Clients Since 1955
For more than half a century, individuals and businesses in Indian 
River County and the Treasure Coast have trusted Gould Cooksey 
Fennell to serve their diverse and changing legal needs. With 13 
attorneys practicing in four distinct areas of law, the firm strives to 
drive progress and surpass client expectations. Gould Cooksey 
Fennell has a rich history in Vero Beach and is uniquely situated 
to support the Treasure Coast and the people who call it home. 
Like Grand Harbor, it is important to the firm that our sense of 
community also informs our work, and that’s why the firm invites 
you to “Ask Someone You Trust” about your legal needs. Gould 
Cooksey Fennell is proud to have worked closely with the GHCOP 
for over 10 years. 
 
Our Practice Areas:

• Estate Planning & Tax
• Personal Injury & Wrongful Death
• Real Estate
• Litigation: Business, Employment Law & Probate and Trust

Corporate Donor Profiles

GRAND HARBOR
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

PROGRAM, INC.

P.O. Box 644017
Vero Beach, FL 32964

GHCOP is able to give 100% of your donations to the agencies because of the generosity of our 
Corporate Donors. Their funding covers all of our operating costs. Please show them your appreciation!

979 BEACHLAND BOULEVARD
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32963

PLEASE  
SUPPORT  
OUR  
CORPORATE 
SPONSORS

PLATINUM 
Alex McWilliam 
Grand Harbor Golf and Tennis Club 

GOLD 
AR Choice Property Management 

SILVER 
J McLaughlin 
Hall Enterprises (Creative Landscaping, 
Creative Pest Management) 
Juniper Landscaping 
Gould, Cooksey, Fennell 
Bill King (Merrill Lynch) 
Barker Air Conditioning 
 

BRONZE 
Orthopaedic Center of Vero Beach 
Gold Coast Landscaping 
Mawk Wine & Spirits 
Dr. George Collins Dentistry 
ABCO Garage 
Cemco Construction 
HBS 
Publix 
Father&Sons Carpet 
Springhill Suites

HONORABLE MENTION 
MusicWorks

Richard Steinfeld 
M.D, M.B.A.

Carl P. DiLella 
D.O.       

Miguel Rivera 
M.D.


